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	IIT-Madras and Reliance Communications sign MoU 


— Photo: S.R. Raghunathan 
[image: image2.jpg]Ny nmmunications
d x¢@ence (fs




Pact signed: M.S.Ananth, Director, IIT-Madras (left), and A.N. Sethuraman, group president, Reliance ADA Group (right), exchanging an MoU for Telecom Centres of Excellence in the presence of A. Raja, Union Minister of Communications and Information Technology, in Chennai on Friday. 
CHENNAI: A high-level panel constituted at the initiative of the Prime Minister’s Office to explore unused frequency bands in the spectrum held by Defence forces as well as alternatives for quick release of the resource for mobile telephony, is scheduled to meet in another week’s time, Union Communications and IT Minister A. Raja said here on Friday.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of an MoU signing ceremony at the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, Mr. Raja said the Communications Ministry and the Government of India were committed to invest in research that explores newer technologies in optimisation of spectrum usage.

The MoU was signed between the IIT and the Reliance Communications on establishing a Telecom Centre of Excellence (TCOE) on IIT’s research park.

Chiding telecom companies for their reluctance to invest in R&D that would optimise utilisation of the precious resource of spectrum, and instead, banking on more subsidies from government, Mr. Raja said the establishment of seven TCOEs across the country under the coordination of the Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) aimed at developing new technology solutions through public-private partnerships (PPP).

The seven new telecom players who had been given Letters of Intent for spectrum allocation would be issued licences in a fortnight, he said. The Minister said he would also take up with the Union Finance Minister the prospect of raising spectrum fees to be paid by telecom operators.

On the advent of 3G technology in telecommunications, Mr. Raja said deliberations were progressing on the modalities of making it available to telecom companies.

Earlier, presiding over the MoU signing, Mr. Raja envisaged mobile call tariffs to touch as low levels as 10 paise per minute intra-circle and around 20 paise inter-circle in the next few years.

The Minister noted that the telecom sector was a major contributor to the vibrant and rapidly growing economy of the country. 

With a 275 million subscriber base that was adding nearly 7 million new users every month, India’s telecom sector was now the largest in the world. 

He, however, said the claim that call tariffs in the country were the lowest in the world had to be viewed in the perspective of purchase parity of the average user in India and the rest of the world.

Developing bandwidth-efficient wireless infrastructure technologies, infrastructure sharing models, security-related dimensions of infrastructure, alternative energy efficient models for telecom infrastructure and integration and benchmarking of technologies are among the objectives of the MoU.

A. N. Sethuraman, group president, Reliance ADA Group, said the PPP initiative aimed at taking the technology revolution in the telecom sector to the next level. It would strike a balance between triggering tangible social change and meeting the growing needs of the telecom industry, he said.

Ashok Jhunjhunwala, IIT professor, said the Indian telecom sector that was now global leader in terms of subscriber volume and low call tariffs had to turn into a top-notch provider of technology solutions that were IPR-protected and on a par with world standards.

Kirthy Kumar, deputy director general, Department of Telecommunications, and M. S. Ananth, IIT director, also spoke.

